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Story Time
About the story:

The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister  

 is a wonderful tale with a moral that

 isn’t too deep even for the smallest 

of children to understand.  

The story belongs to a very vain fish who 

discovers how rewarding it is to share with others.
Grade Level: 5th -6th- grade 

Goals:  
· To teach children about friendship and ways they should treat friends. 
· To discuss with pupils the qualities of a good friend. 
· To do a creative writing exercise on the story The Rainbow Fish-an activity to deal with feelings. 

Objectives: The students will see that everyone is special and has something unique to offer. 
Language: to revise the regular and irregular verbs / Past Simple
Timeline: approximately 3 class periods 
Materials: 

· “The Rainbow Fish” story
· paper fish scale for each student / craft activity
· a large cut out of a fish to put the scales on/ craft activity
Lesson  Plan: 

Prior to reading discussion: 

· What makes us feel important? 

· What makes us a good friend? 

· What are the qualities of a good friend?
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1. Students will listen to the story “The Rainbow Fish” .
· After reading the story “Rainbow Fish", discuss the importance of being a good friend and what that means.
· Discuss the ideas of sharing and uniqueness.

· What makes a "F-R-I-E-N-D?" / learn about acrostic poetry 

Write the word "friend" in a chart with each letter having its own column. 
Brainstorm words, having to do with friendship that starts with each letter. 

Write words discussed in chart. 
	F
	R
	I
	E
	N
	D

	funny
	real
	ice skating
	enjoy
	nothing
	drawing

	fun
	rodeo
	ice cream
	energy
	nice
	dinner

	football
	respect
	important
	example
	netball
	different


· Write an example poem using their ideas, such as, 

F is for fun. 
R is for rodeo. 
I is for ice cream. 
E is for enjoy. 
N is for netball. 
D is for different. 
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Pupils write their own poems in the fish pattern s.

2. Students will be able to write 3 short sentences about what makes them happy.” I feel happy when… 

3. Tell the children to write a quality on the scale that they would like a friend to have, or something they do for a friend. 
· It could be a sentence or a word. 
· Pupils can decorate their scale. 
4. After they have finished with their scale, put the giant fish on the wall and add their scales to it. 

5. The children will love seeing their own giant Rainbow Fish. 
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 The Rainbow Fish 

by Marcus Pfister (1992)
A long way out in the deep blue sea there lived a fish. 

Not just an ordinary fish, but the most beautiful fish in the entire ocean.
His scales were every shade of blue and green and purple, with sparkling silver scales among them. 

The other fish were amazed at his beauty. They called him Rainbow Fish.
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 “Come on, Rainbow Fish,” they would call. “Come and play with us!” But the Rainbow Fish would just glide past, proud and silent, letting his scales shimmer. 

One day, a little blue fish             followed after him.
 “Rainbow Fish,” he called, “wait for me! Please give me one of your shiny scales. They are so wonderful, and you have so many.” 

“You want me to give you one of special scales? Who do you think you are?” cried the Rainbow Fish. “Get away from me!” Shocked, the little blue fish swam away. He was so upset; he told all his friends what had happened. From then on, no one would have anything to do with the Rainbow Fish. They turned away when he swam by. 

What good were the beautiful, shimmering scales with no one to admire them? 
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Now he was the loneliest fish in the entire ocean. 

One day he told about his troubles to the          starfish. 
 “I am really beautiful. Why doesn’t anybody like me?” “I can’t answer that for you,” said the starfish. “But if you go beyond the coral reef to a deep cave you will find the wise octopus. Maybe she can help you.” 

[image: image9.png]g‘fﬁ‘\
P.z&*‘

<



The Rainbow Fish found the cave. It was very dark inside and he couldn’t see anything. Then suddenly two eyes caught him and the octopus came out from the darkness. “I have been waiting for you,” said the                  octopus with a deep voice.
 “The waves have told me your story. This is my advice. Give a glittering scale to each of the other fish. You will no longer be the most beautiful fish in the sea, but you will discover how to be happy.” 

“I can’t…” the Rainbow Fish started to say, but the octopus had already disappeared into a dark cloud of ink. 
Give away my scales? 
My beautiful shining scales? 
Never. How could I ever be happy without them? 
Suddenly he saw one fish. The little blue fish was back! “Rainbow Fish, please, don’t be angry. I just want one little scale.” The Rainbow Fish didn’t know what to do. Only one very small shimmery scale, he thought. Well maybe I wouldn’t miss just one. 

Carefully the Rainbow Fish pulled out the smallest scale and gave it to the little fish. “Thank you! Thank you very much!” 

The little blue fish put the shiny scale in among his blue ones. A strange feeling came over the Rainbow Fish. For a long time he watched the little blue fish swim back and forth with his new scale glittering in the water. 

The little blue fish swam through the ocean with his scale shinning, so it didn’t take long before the Rainbow Fish was surrounded by the other fish. Everyone wanted a glittering scale. The Rainbow Fish shared his scales left and right. And the more he gave away, the more excited he became. 
Finally the Rainbow Fish had only one shining scale left. His gave all hi scales away, but he was very happy.
 “Come on Rainbow Fish,” they called. 
“Come and play with us!”
 “Here I come,” said the happy Rainbow Fish and swam off to join his friends.
Vocabulary
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Find 4 verbs and 10 Nouns

	Nouns
	Verbs

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


· Find 10 adjectives 

· Translate them in Hebrew 

· Write /Say a sentence from the story.
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	1.
	6.

	2.
	7.

	3.
	8.

	4.
	9.

	5.
	10.


· Continue the sentence.
	1. In the deep blue.....

2. The most beautiful fish....

	3. Come on rainbow fish! Come on…

4. But the rainbow fish….

	5. One day, a little…

6. Rainbow fish, wait for me! Please...

	7. Now rainbow fish was…

8. One day, the rainbow fish told his problems…

	9. I am beautiful. Why….

10.If you go beyond the coral reef…

	11. Suddenly, the little…

12. Rainbow fish! Please, don’t be…                                   

	13. Well, maybe I would…

14. Everyone wanted….

	15. Finally…

16. Come on Rainbow fish! Come …
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· True or False?
	· True or False?
	True
	False

	1. The rainbow fish lived in a blue ocean.
	
	

	2. His scales were black.
	
	

	3. One day, a big green fish followed after him.
	
	

	4. The rainbow was angry and didn’t give his scale.
	
	

	5. The starfish could not help the sad rainbow fish.
	
	

	6. The octopus gave him the right advice.
	
	


· Match the irregular verbs and translate them in Hebrew.
found, swam, was, felt, were, had, left,
gave, caught, told, could, thought
	          is- 
	         catch-

	         swim-
	         can- 

	        leave-
	        are-

	         find- 
	        tell-

	         have-
	        think-

	        feel-
	        give-


· Compare the rainbow fish at the beginning and at the end of the story.

happy, lonely, selfish, upset, only one colorful scale, angry, many pretty scales, lots of friends, unfriendly
Questions
LOT  Questions
1. Who was the most beautiful fish?
2. What did a little blue fish ask for?
3. Why was the rainbow fish angry?
4. Who helped the rainbow fish: the starfish or the octopus?

5. Where did the rainbow fish find the octopus?
6. Who lived in the dark cave?
7. How many sparkling scales did the rainbow fish have finally?
8. Why was the rainbow fish happy at the end of the story?
HOT   Questions

1. Who did the rainbow fish go to for advice?
2. How did the rainbow fish’s feelings change during the story?

3. How would the story have been different if the octopus had not been in the cave?

4. What advice would you have given if you were an octopus?

5. What made the rainbow fish so special?

6. Did the Rainbow Fish feel that in giving a scale to the blue fish, he had a good effect on him? Prove your answer.




A friend is …








helpful





caring


sharing








kind








playful


cheerful








polite











respectful








active





  optimistic












































End of the story





Beginning of the story











